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When was a time when someone gave you a really lavish or
expensive gift?

THE WORD

Ephesians 2:1-10

!And you were dead in the trespasses and sins %in which you
once walked, following the course of this world, following the
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in
the sons of disobedience— *among whom we all once lived in
the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body
and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the
rest of mankind. *But God, being rich in mercy, because of the
great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead

in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace
you have been saved— ®and raised us up with him and seated
us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, “so that in
the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you
have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing;
itis the gift of God, °not a result of works, so that no one may
boast. °For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we
should walk in them.



EXPLORE

1. Why are people spiritually “dead,” according to verses 1-3?

2.

3.

Summarize the condition of people in verses 1-3. How would
you describe them?

In verse 4 we see one of the most important “buts” in the
entire Bible. What makes this such an important “but?” Now,
summarize the condition of people in verses 4-6. How would
you describe them?
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4. What was God’s motivation for doing what He did in verse 4?
(Look for two).

“Grace” - unmerited favor, undeserved gift

5. With this definition in mind, what do you think it means that it
is “by grace you have been saved” (verse 8)? Saved from what?

“Faith” - trust, confidence

6. With this definition in mind, what do you think it means in
verse 8 that we are saved through faith?"



7. What do you think the text means when it says, “And this is
not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works,
so that no one may boast?” Why would this exclude boasting
in self?

8. If verse 9 just said that salvation is “not a result of works,”
what do you think it means in verse 10 that “we are his
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them?"
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APPLY

1. Think back to the first question you answered. When someone
gave you that expensive gift, how did you respond? How is this
related to the salvation that we looked at in this passage?

2. As athletes, our performance matters. Sometimes we can
wrongly assume that our acceptance before God is based
on performance (works). But according to this passage,
salvation is based on grace—a free, undeserved gift. How
does it affect you to know that to be accepted by God we are
freed from performance?



3. How should this passage affect your relationship with God,
knowing that salvation is not a result of works, but salvation
actually produces works?

MEMORIZE

Ephesians 2:8-10

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not
your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so
that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand,
that we should walk in them.
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