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opportunity to worship God, so that you can participate in sport in a way 
that honors him. 

sport, and spoken in the language of sport. 
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-

-
xenia

received academic, vocational, and religious instruction and training. 

1

disease, diphtheria initially presents as a sore throat before the bacteria 

time, it was a leading cause of childhood death around the world.

online search, the tragic story of the local diptheria outbreak lacks a viable 

Visitors to this graveyard are few. Most are not relatives of the de-
ceased, but passersby intrigued by the sight of the ancient-looking ceme-

paved asphalt road runs in front of the chapel and loops past the cemetary 

once housed thousands of orphaned children.

nineteen-year-old Olive Smith. 
-

her and that same child, still in the chair together. Both had died.

children she cared for.
What Olive understood at the age of nineteen was that there was 

We will get to that shortly. 

JESUS AS SAVIOR AND LORD

puts their faith in him, he is Lord of them as well.

rather than through stats piled up in old record books.   

on his terms, within the context of sports. It answers the question, “how 

INTRODUCTION
Equipped with Talents
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person at a stoplight. He expects a return on his investment. 

today in exchange for an eternal return 
tomorrow. Investing your sport and life 

mission in the world.
In the Gospels, Jesus asks this piercing 

temporarily in this life while losing what really matters eternally.

way forward.

INVESTING YOUR SPORT 

AND LIFE IN GOD’S 

KINGDOM ALIGNS YOU 

WITH GOD’S MISSION 

IN THE WORLD.

questions about what would happen next. While preparing himself for 
death, Jesus sought to prepare them to live with a proper perspective. He 
explained that the coming days would be full of wars, tribulation, and 
all sorts of evil, but, at the proper time, he would come back and take his 

this, Jesus encouraged them to wake up, stay alert, and live as one expect-
ing the return of the King. 

He implored them to have a heavenly focus, not an earthly one. 

-
ble is a short story, usually about something that did not actually happen, 
meant to drive home one illuminating message or theme. Timotheus 

stories with a heavenly meaning. 

-

importance of being watchful and alert. Later, Jesus 
told a parable about a watchful servant (Matthew 

well-prepared, as well as the call to faithful and 

key themes of attentiveness, wisdom, and faithfulness, followed. 

EXAMINING 

YOUR TALENTS

1

JESUS IMPLORED 

HIS DISCIPLES TO 

HAVE A HEAVENLY 

FOCUS, NOT AN 

EARTHLY ONE.
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talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his 

responsibility over a portion of his talents. 
To us, talent

this time it was actually a sum of money equal to about 20 years of wages. 

dollars. But you have been given something. 

abilities, opportunities, personality, possessions, experi-
ences, passions, and, well, your talents. It has to do with 
the entirety of your life. In a way, these talents are far 

WHAT’S YOUR SHAPE?

In his bestselling book 

HOW HAS GOD 

UNIQUELY 

WIRED YOU?

1 

When you entrust your life to Christ, his Spirit comes to dwell within you 

body of Christ and those around us in need of him. 

-

Heart

explore what those are. 

-

CHAPTER ONE Examining Your Talents
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But ability goes beyond athletics. It extends to anything falling under 

-

 

Your personality includes the unique way you think, act, and feel about 
-

accident and nothing is wasted by God. Where you were born, your family 
of origin, your ethnicity, things that have marked you, access to resourc-

distinct life experience.
Not only do these cumulative experiences shape you, they also be-

come a resource for you to potentially bless others as you empathize with 
them, teach them, or empower them, fueled by your own experiences. 

BACK TO THE STORY 

Before we examine the rest of the Parable of the Talents, two things about 
the talents given to the servants are worth noting.

talents, another was given two, and another given one. Despite these 

are still on equal relational footing with the master.
Second, the talents belonged to the master. He gave them his possessions. 

the two talents made two talents more. But he who had received 

INVEST OR BURY

Investing means using your talents in a way that brings honor to 
God and serves other people. It implies putting time into growing and 
developing that talent so you can use it in a greater capacity.

Burying means playing it safe and avoiding any sort of risk. It means 
operating with a posture of fear around your talent instead of faith and 

-

these three servants responsibility over his possessions for a certain time. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

When you think about it, each of us has been given a lot, including pos-
What 

How will you invest 

CHAPTER ONE Examining Your Talents
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THE PARABLE OF THE TWO SOFTBALL PLAYERS

talents and how to best steward them for the glory of God.

at practice and the last one to leave. Erin knows she has a couple of years 
-

on her team, but what she lacks in skill, she more than makes up for with 
grit. Her teammates look up to her and her coach wishes the team had 
more players like her.

teammates despise her, but still want to be associated with her because 

the country.

out every ounce of talent given to them by God. You have also played with 

understood stewardship within the context of sports as maximizing your 
-

ard within the context of sports extends beyond being the best possible 

can be within the realm of sports. 

making the most of her last two years is preventing her from investing in 

-

but not at the expense of other categories in your life.
Like the servants in the Parable of the Talents, you also have the 

choice to invest or bury your God-given talents. 

is not to overwhelm you with a weight of respon-
sibility in each of these areas, but to begin to raise 
your awareness, so you can live intentionally, not 
passively.

need to at least know what you have available. Each of the servants in the 
parable knew the exact amount they had been given by the master. 

GOD CARES 

ABOUT HOW YOU 

INVEST YOUR 

TALENT IN SPORT.

CHAPTER ONE Examining Your Talents
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REFLECTION QUESTIONS:

-

-

CHAPTER ONE Examining Your Talents


